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Abstract:

All factors which is effective in comprehending Hadith text, could be
considered as an issue of Hadith understanding science. One of these issues, is
knowing the audience and his character. The major question is: knowing the
audience of Ma’sum(PBUH) Hadith, why and how could help us to understand
the Hadith better. In response to this question must be said one of the important
rules in comprehending Hadith, is considering the context and position in
which it was delivered. Hadith is connectsd with the context and position, and
knowing them is an important evidence in comprehension of Hadith. Among
all, knowing the addressee of Ma’sum(PBUH) Hadith, is the most important
one; because ahl-ol-bait (PBUH) were the most eloquent man and used to
consider the position in speaking. They knew their audience with the help of
divine learning and were aware that the word had to be in accordance with the
audience’s mind and his needs and had to make his faith stonger. So Ma’sum
(PBUH) takes the audience characteristics in considering. Identifying some of
the characteristics of the audience is more important in understanding the
Hadith correctly, such as theological (religion, faith, ...), scientific (level of
knowledge, understanding ability ...) and natural ones. Considering different
subject of Ahadith , knowing the audience in theological, interpretative, and
medical Hadith are more important than moral ones. Another important point
in answering this question, is recognizing that Ma’sum(PBUH) Hadith
addresses all human beings, both direct and indirect audience except when an
evidence prove the opposite. Although there is some personal addressing in our
Hadith heritage, but the number is not large. In the most of tradition the address
is real and contains others. There is no decisive criterion to identify real
addresses from personal ones; but some indications could increase the
probability of one of them. The best view in this respect is that Ma’sum(PBUH)
Hadith is could be specific, but not with respect to place and time but in respect
with the characteristics of addressee. In other words Ma’sum(PBUH) Hadith is
for ever and addresses all persons who have the characteristics same as the first
audience or audiences.

Keyword: understanding the Hadith, knowing the audience, characteristics of
the audience, common addresses, specific addressing
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